Booklist for Inquirers to Diaconate Formation
Here's a curated list emphasizing books from roughly the last decade, along with a few modern classics that are still considered essential.
Recent Book
1. Living the Servant Mysteries by Dominic Cerrato (2025) 
· Probably the most comprehensive recent treatment. 
· Covers Scripture, theology, liturgy, spirituality, pastoral ministry, and the vocation of the permanent deacon. 
· Best for: serious inquirers and men entering formation. 
Essential Formation Texts
2. National Directory for the Formation, Ministry, and Life of Permanent Deacons in the United States (2nd ed., 2022) 
· Published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
· This is the foundational document used by many U.S. diocesan formation programs. 
· Every inquirer should become familiar with its vision of the vocation. 
3. Directory for the Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons 
· Issued by the Congregation for the Clergy. 
· A universal Church document on the spirituality and ministry of deacons. 
4. Basic Norms for the Formation of Permanent Deacons 
· Companion document outlining formation standards worldwide. 
Spiritual Formation
5. The Heart of the Diaconate by James Keating 
· Focuses on prayer, interior life, and the deacon's identity as servant. 
· Excellent for discernment groups. 
Historical and Theological Foundations
6. The Emerging Diaconate by William T. Ditewig 
· Explains how the permanent diaconate developed after Vatican II. 
· Helpful for understanding why the Church restored the office. 
Books for Wives and Families
We encourage wives to read alongside their husbands:
· The Heart of the Diaconate (especially the chapters on marriage and family) 
· The National Directory for the Formation, Ministry, and Life of Permanent Deacons in the United States, which contains substantial material on the vocation of the deacon's wife and family. 
Suggested Reading Order for Inquirers
1. The Heart of the Diaconate — James Keating 
2. Living the Servant Mysteries — Dominic Cerrato 
3. National Directory for the Formation, Ministry, and Life of Permanent Deacons (2nd ed.) 
4. The Emerging Diaconate — William Ditewig 
This progression moves from vocational discernment to spirituality, then to pastoral identity, and finally to more advanced theological reflection.Bottom of Form

