


COMBINED RITE OF SENDING 
Catechumens for Election and Calling the 
Candidates to Continuing Conversion 

PRESENTATION OF THE CATECHUMENS 
111. After the homily, the priest in charge of the catechumens’ initiation, or a deacon, a catechist, or a representative of the community, presents the catechumens, using the following or similar words.

Reverend Father, these catechumens, whom I now present to you,  are beginning their final period of preparation and purification leading to their initiation. They have found strength in God’s grace and support in our community’s prayers and example. 

Now they ask that they be recognized for the progress they have made in their spiritual formation and that they receive the assurance of our blessing and prayers as they go forth to the Rite of election celebrated this afternoon by Archbishop Grob. 

The celebrant replies: 

Those who are to be sent to the celebration of Election in Christ, come forward, together with those who will be your godparents.
One by one, the catechumens are called by name. Each catechumen, accompanied by a godparent (or godparents), comes forward and stand before the celebrant. 

AFFIRMATION BY THE GODPARENTS [AND THE ASSEMBLY] 112 Then the celebrant addresses the assembly in these or similar words: 

My dear friends, these catechumens 
who have been preparing for the Sacraments of Initiation 
hope that they will be found ready to participate in the 
Rite of Election and be chosen in Christ for the Paschal Sacraments. 
It is the responsibility of this community to inquire about their readiness before they are presented to the Archbishop.   

He addresses the godparents:

I turn to you, godparents, 
for your testimony about these candidates. 
Have these catechumens taken their formation in the Gospel and in the Catholic way of life seriously? 

Godparents: They have. 

Celebrant: 
Have they given evidence of their conversion 
by the example of their lives? 

Godparents: They have. 

Celebrant: 
Do you judge them to be ready
to be presented to the Archbishop for the Rite of Election? 

Godparents: We do. 

When appropriate in the circumstances, the celebrant may also ask the entire assemble to express its approval of the catechumens.  

Celebrant: 
My dear catechumens, this community gladly recommends you to Archbishop Grob, who, in the name of Christ, will call you to the  Paschal Sacraments. May God bring to completion the good work he has begun in you bring it to fulfillment. 

113.  Book of the Elect should be signed by the catechumens after the celebration or at another time prior to the Rite of Election.  This will not take place at the Cathedral. 

 
The Rite of calling the candidates to continuing Conversion

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES FOR
CONFIRMATION AND THE EUCHARIST

451. After the Homily, the Priest in charge of the candidates’ formation, or a Deacon, a catechist, or a representative of the community, presents the candidates, using the following or similar words: 

(Most) Reverend Father, 
(as the solemn paschal celebrations approach once more,) 
the candidates present here, 
relying on divine grace 
and supported by the prayers and example of the community, 
humbly request that, after due preparation, 
they be admitted to participate
in the Sacraments of Confirmation and the Eucharist
 (or: to full Eucharistic Communion)
The celebrant replies: 
Let those who desire
to participate fully in the sacramental life of the Church 
come forward with their sponsors. 

One by one, they are called by name. Each candidate, accompanied by a sponsor, comes forward and stands before the celebrant. 
[If they come from different parishes within a collaborative, they should be called in separate groups according to Parish, for example: “From St. Mary’s Parish…(names)...From St. Joseph’s Parish…(names)”.]
 
AFFIRMATION BY THE SPONSORS (AND THE ASSEMBLY)
A
Celebrant:
 	My dear brothers and sisters, 
these candidates have asked to participate fully
in the sacramental life of the Catholic Church. 

Those who know them have judged
that they are sincere in their desire. 
During the period of their preparation
they have reflected on the mystery of their Baptism 
and have come to appreciate more deeply the presence of 
Christ in their lives. 
They have shared in fraternal communion and in prayers. 

And so I am pleased to recognize their desire 
to participate fully in the sacramental life of the Church. 
As I inform you of this judgment and speak to the sponsors, 
I ask them to give their recommendation again, in your presence

He, then, turns toward the sponsors: 

With God as your witness, 
do you judge these candidates to be worthy of admission 
to the Sacraments of Confirmation and the Eucharist
 	(or: into the full communion of the Catholic Church)? 

Sponsors: We do. 

453. Then, if the circumstances warrant, the celebrant may ask the entire congregation for its assent: 


Now I ask you, the members of this community: 
Are you willing to affirm the testimony expressed about these candidates and support them in faith, prayer, and example 
as they prepare to participate more fully in the Church’s Sacraments? 

All: 	We are. 

B 
Celebrant: 
The Christian life and the demands 
that flow from the Sacraments cannot be taken lightly. 
Therefore, before granting these candidates their request 
to share fully in the Church’s Sacraments, 
it is important that the Church hear the testimony 
of their sponsors about their readiness. 

He, then, turns toward the sponsors: 

Have they faithfully listened to God’s word proclaimed by the Church?

Sponsors:	They have. 

Celebrant: 
Have they reflected sufficiently on the tradition of the Church, which is their heritage, and joined their brothers and sisters in prayer? 
Sponsors: They have. 

Celebrant: Have they advanced in a life of love and of service to others? 
Sponsors: They have. 

Then, if the circumstances warrant, the celebrant may ask the entire congregation for its assent: 
Now I ask you, the members of this community: 
Are you willing to affirm the testimony expressed about these candidates and include them in your prayer and affection (as we move toward Easter)?
All: 	We are. 

ACT OF RECOGNITION 
454. Then the celebrant turns toward the candidates, addressing them in these or similar words: 

N. and N., the Church recognizes your desire (to be sealed with the gift of  the Holy Spirit and) to have a place at Christ’s Eucharistic table. Join with us (this Lent) in a spirit of repentance. Hear the Lord’s call to conversion and be faithful to your baptismal covenant. 

Candidates: Thanks be to God. 

Then, turning toward the sponsors, the celebrant addresses them in these or similar words: 
Sponsors, continue to support these candidates with your guidance and concern. May they see in you a love for the Church and a sincere desire for doing good. Lead them (this Lent) to the joys of the Easter mysteries.

He invites them to place their hand on the shoulder of the candidate whom they are receiving into their care, or to make some other gesture to indicate the same intent. 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
The community prays for the catechumens and the candidates drawing from the examples found in 114-115 and 455-456
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