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Planting Seeds of Hope
Homily Reflections & Talking Points for the Catholic Stewardship Appeal
CSA 2026 Kickoff Weekend: February 7–8

This year, Archbishop Jeffrey Grob is excited to share a new Catholic Stewardship Appeal theme: Planting Seeds. Harvesting Hope. Inspired by lessons from his boyhood growing up on a farm in Cross Plains, Wisconsin, this theme invites us to reflect on how faith, generosity and trust in God bear fruit over time.

In the February CSA mailing to parishioners, he will highlight that “Farmers know that to plow a straight furrow, they must keep their sights focused forward. We, too, must look forward as a Catholic church. Above all, living on a farm taught me that we reap what we sow. As St. Paul says in his letter to the Corinthians, ‘I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.’”

Living out our mission
The Catholic Stewardship Appeal is one of the most tangible ways we live out our shared mission across the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Each gift, no matter the size, makes a meaningful difference in the lives of many. Through the Appeal, our ministries continue to flourish. This year’s video spotlights:
· Our growing St. Francis de Sales Seminary, where gifts directly support the spiritual and educational formation of 40 future priests called to serve parishes in southeastern Wisconsin
· Catholic values taking root in young people in more than 100 Catholic Schools
· Our central city parishes, serving parish families who speak more than 20 different languages

Points to consider to introduce the new theme
Archbishop Grob emphasizes that we are called to serve one another and to respond to God’s call beyond our neighborhoods, especially to those in most need.

· Gospel connection: 
The Gospel passage for February 7 and 8 is from the Gospel of Matthew 5:13-16.
“Your light must shine before others that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”

As we launch our 2026 Catholic Stewardship Appeal, we have a meaningful opportunity to reflect on the many blessings, and the light, God has bestowed upon us. I invite each parishioner to prayerfully discern how he or she is being called to share and shine God's light through their own generosity. This moment invites us to reflect on where God is calling us to plant seeds of hope through our time, talent, and treasure. We are also reminded to give thanks for the many harvests God has already brought forth in our lives.

· Additional key messages and scripture verses driving Archbishop Grob’s vision for this exciting moment in the Catholic Church
As we bridge further into the new liturgical year, it is an especially fitting time to reflect on the renewed momentum within the Catholic Church under the leadership of Pope Leo and Archbishop Grob. You may wish to describe how this leadership creates a ripple effect throughout our region of faith, unity and service. 

Top three scripture passages from Archbishop Grob that connect to Planting Seeds. Harvesting Hope.

1. Gospel of John 15:5 
“I am the vine. You are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.”

2. 1 Corinthians 3:6
We reap what we sow. As St. Paul says in his letter to the Corinthians, 
“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.” 

3. Gospel of Matthew 13:5–8 
“Some seed fell on rocky ground … and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.”

Conclusion
A gift to the Catholic Stewardship Appeal is a powerful way to support ministries that strengthen the Church and serve people in need throughout the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

Thank you for your faith, your prayers, and the many ways you support the mission of the Church. I invite each of you to prayerfully consider how God may be calling you to participate in this year’s Appeal.

May God bless you and your families and may the seeds you plant bear a rich harvest of hope.
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